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ABTRACT

This research aimed to study the ways of self-protection the people of Southern Thailand’s 3
border provinces may use to reduce the risks from the region’s conflict problems as they affect
life and asset security. Input from people in Mueng Songkhla district was obtained and analysed
using qualitative methods; content analysis, observation and semi structured in-depth interview
techniques. 30 specific key informants were obtained from 3 groups: (1) stakeholders who are
directly affected by the conflicts in Mueng Songkhla; (2) authorities who take care of the security
in the area; and (3) other government and private sector group. Data was obtained in 4 at-risk
communities in 3 sub-districts in Songkhla (Kao Seng, Tao It which are in Boyang sub-district;
also Tung wang and Pawong). The study was during years 2008-2009.

The result indicated that the area was affected by the conflict problems in the 3 border
provinces. The evidence showed that the victims who experienced harmful effects were just the
innocent people. So, the study suggests 17 ways of self-protection which can be divided into 2
groups; self protection by individual or local participation (in side factors); and by laws or
government management (out side factors). The suggested ways to improve their protection
involve the 5 strategies: (1) awareness strategy; (2) increased community strength by participation
processes; (3) improved family communication; (4) strengthening moral principles should be

established in all youth group; and (5) implementing a community building security strategy.
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