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Abstract

Research Title Public Participation to Land Excavation and Filling Law:

Case study at Khlong Hae Municipality Songkhla Province

Researcher Mr Chanwitt Janin
Co-author Ms Bunika Janket
Faculty Humanity and Social
Year 2015

Excavation and land reclamation are governed by the Land Excavation Act of 2000
AD. This act of legislation provides municipalities ‘with the modalities of enforcing and
regulating excavation and land reclamation. But this is.not sufficient to resolve problems
efficiently; together with law enforcement, cooperation and involvement of the public are
necessary to obtain a solution.
This research project aims to
1. study the public participation and law enforcement in matters of
excavation and land reclamation and
2. study problems of law enforcement related to excavation and land

reclamation in Khlong Hae Municipality, Songkhla province.

Research methods: researchers conducted qualitative and quantitative research. The

sample used for the quantitative research consisted of 377 inhabitants of Khlong Hae,
chosen through Convenience Sampling. Research instrument was a questionnaire.
Statisticical data analysed were percentage, average and standard deviation; this was done
using a t-test, F-test and analysis of variance (One way ANOVA). For the qualitative research,
we used a sample of 10 persons chosen from executive management at Khlong Hae
Municipality and local law enforcement officers. These were given an in-depth interview.

The data obtained this way were analysed through Content Analysis.



Results: the results showed that public knowledge of the the Land Excavation Act is
low and that the level of involvement of the public in enforcing the Act is moderate. We
found that age, gender, marital status and education level were not significant factors in
determining the level of participation. Only the occupation of the respondents made a
significant difference (statistical significance level of 0.05).

The results obtained from the interviews showed that the municipality does not
allow people to participate in monitoring the enforcement of the Act. Furthermore,
implementing the law met with many problems, for example, in areas close to drainage and
land reclamation, people complained about the height of earth mounds. Another problem
is that people don’t know what exactly. is allowed or not allowed under the law.

Conclusion: the reults of the research suggest that'the municipal council should issue
more information about the legal aspects of land excavation and that they should set up
more channels to engage the general public, thus encouraging them to participate. A
representative of the public should also be allowed to monitor the excavation and
reclamation undertakings on municipal land. Also monitoring the excavation and
reclamation activities after the permits are issued is of the utmost importance. Fines for
violations should be set and' the municipality should enact bylaws to enforce the

implementation of the law.
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