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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate desired attributes of students with hearing
impairment for enrolling in the higher education level perceived by faculty and students with
hearing impairments and to analyze factors influencing students with hearing impairments to be
successful in the higher education level. This study was conducted in 3 phases.

In phase I, problems in studying in higher education of students with hearing impairments
were examined. Participants in this study were 10 faculty members who had experiences in
providing instruction to students with hearing impairments in core subjects, general education,
and in special education program obtained by purposive sampling. Data were gathered through
the focus group and analyzed using content analysis.

In phase 11, desired attributes of students with hearing impairments for enrolling in the higher
education level were investigated. Forty-two faculty members who provided instruction in core
subjects and general education as well as 23 students with hearing impairments who completed
the program, were attending in the college, and failed to complete the program were participated
in this study. Research instruments were faculty questionnaire and self-reported questionnaire and
structured interview for students with hearing impairments. Statistics used to analyze the data
were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, One-way ANOVA and Scheffe’.

In phase III, a focus group was conducted to analyze factors influencing students’
success in studying in the higher education level. Five administrators from schools for the deaf in
the South, Songkhla Rajabhat University, as well as faculty members from Special Education

Development Institute were purposively selected. The data were analyzed using content analysis.



“4)

The findings of this study were as follows:

1. Desired attributes of students with hearing impairments according to faculty’s perceptions
were art related skills social and interpersonal relationship skills, and academic skills respectively.
When classified by period of time in providing instruction to students with hearing impairments,
faculty members who had different period of time in providing instruction to students with hearing
impairments perceived differently on academic skills at .05 level. Faculty who had experience in
teaching students with hearing impairments for 2 semesters expressed their different perceptions
from those who had 1 semester and 3-semester experiences.

However, attributed reported by students with hearing impairments were social and
interpersonal skills, vocational related skills, academic skills, and self-regulation and management
skills respectively. When classified by student status, it was found that students with hearing
impairment who had different status perceived differently on art related skills at .05 level. The
students who failed to complete the program differently expressed their perceptions from those
who completed the program and who were attending in the program.

2. Students with hearing impairments who were successful in studying in the higher
education level possessed art related skills, social and interpersonal skills, endeavor, and self-
confidence. Moreover, those students were sufficiently prepared on academic skills and self-

regulation and management skills to be used in the higher education level.
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