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Thesis Title =~ Knowledge Exploration and DevelopmentLocal Wisdom For CulturalTourism
Promotion : A Case Study on Klong — HaeCommunity,Hatyai District, Songkhla
Province.

Researchers  Sirirak Juangtong

Vilas Wunkaew

ABSTRACT

Klong-Hae community owns variety of local wisdom which never gathers or manages
systematically. Therefore, it is a lost opportunity to-utilize it for product development and activities
for cultural tourism promotion that links to Klong-Hae floating market which at present the selling
of food is its only main activity. Never the less, it is a very popular tourism area of Songkhla province.
Therefore, this research aims to study the community experiences and the ownership of capital, to
explore the knowledge gained, transfer and utilization of potential local wisdom for tourism
product development. This research was made by group and in-depth interviews with community
leaders and elderly members whose own local wisdom includes observation on activities concerned
with local wisdom.

The study found that in the past Klong-hae was an agricultural community under a
sufficient economic way of life but during present time the community has changed into semi-
urban area, whose inhabitants have a variety of careers. The majority are small traders. The
inhabitants consist of both Buddhist and Muslim faith equally shared. The community’s most
important area of wealth are Klong-hae Buddhist Wat and the central Masjid as well as Klong-
Hae floating market and the bird-cage production group. This community is located close to
Hatyai District which is the central growth town of southern Thailand. it’s also located on the
Lobburi Ramate, a main road of Songklha Province. The old Klong-Hae local community had
good relation and cooperation with other family and neighborhood groups as well as social and
economic works.

Cooking local food, environment management and reservation, cultural renovation, bird
cage making as well as local medical treatment are local wisdom which can be potentially developed

into products and activities for cultural tourism promotion. For example, management of Wat



Klong-Hae museum and also the bird—cage producing village for sightseeing area. The development
of bird-cage producing, local food as well as the products concerned with environment reservation to
be made as souvenirs. Organization of health promotion activity as well as cultural and traditional
shows at Klong-hae floating market for tourists. The result of this research will provide community
and Muang Klong-Hae municipal with information and data for planning and design for cultural
tourism route and the development of local guides as well as to be used as a source for learning

and development of community’s inhabitants

Key words: knowledge, development, local wisdom, cultural tourism
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