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Abstract

This phenomenological research aimed-to study the health risk perception
among Thai people in Thailand — Malaysia borderland. Data were collected from 9
population groups in-permanent border crossing communities during January 2019 -
March 2020 using 1) in-depth interview with 99 informants from 3 groups; general
populations, community leaders, and a group of health personnel working in the
area by using the “Snowball” technique; 2) 12 observations on different situations
and; 3) three-times focus group discussions. The instruments used in this study were
questions for in-depth interviews and focus group, the observation has been
developed through a review of the literatures and related research based on the
research conceptual framework. Validity check and advices from the advisors and 3
experts were considered for implementation. Colizzi’s technique was used for data
analysis. A variety of methodological triangulation investications based on data
condition and specificity were employed for data quality control.

The results showed that the 9 communities on the permanent border
crossings have different lifestyles depending on the economy, the volume of border
trade, and the number of people crossing the border. - The main reason to stay on
the borderland was the daily commute. The health risk perceptions of people at the
Thai-Malaysian border were sorted by awareness as follows; 1) The dangers of
illegally consuming imported products and uncertified products; 2) The dangers of
hoarding consumer goods such as food, cosmetics, vegetable oils, fuels, and
chemicals; 3) Transboundary dangerous communicable diseases; 4) mental health
conditions and drug addiction, and 5) Future risks of children and young people as
the decreasing level of family bonds. Overall, it gave an idea of the current and
anticipated impacts on health risks in short-term, medium-term, and long-term.

Therefore, the state by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Interior
should take additional measures and integrate the duties of the involved personnel,

especially public health personnel to have more competence in controlling and
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preventing health risks of people on the Thai-Malaysian border which it is currently a
disease control checkpoint.

Keywords: health risks, border, phenomenology
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