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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to 1) study physical conditions, environment and
natural resources of Kra Island as well as existing problems in developing Kra Island,
2) investigate the roles of government and public organizations in giving help to the development
of Kra Island, 3) analyze problems found in the development of Kra Island and their éauses, 4)
synthesize related factors to create development strategies for Kra Island, and 5) create and
suggest strategies tor the development of Kra Island , Eastern Pakpanang Sub-district, Pakpanang
District, Nakhon Sri Thammarat Province, in order to improve its potential in protecting national
maritime benefits in the lower part of the Gulf of Thailand.

The research method was the combination of qualitative research and quantitative

esearch. On the part of qualitative research, the combination of descriptive research and
analytical research was adopted and the study was conducted through the following steps: 1) a
study of secondary sources from related documents and document analysis, 2) an in-depth
interview with key informants who knew Kra Island very well, and with stakeholders from
different groups of key informants. The research tools were tape recorders and an unstructured
interview form containing questions regarding overall physical conditions, strength, and
constraints and risks as perceived in the development view, and 3) a focus group discussion with
key informants using the Appreciation Influence Control : AIC technique or participatory
planning process. The recorded data were then synthesized in connection with the data from the
study of secondary sources in order to create strategies for development. For the quantitative
rescarch, the recorded data were collected from the sample groups specifically selected from the

same organizations as those in the qualitative research process. These new sample groups
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consisted of fifty people who knew Kra Island very well. The research tool was a structured
interview form.
The study revealed the following findings.

1. Kra Island had its own potential and could be developed in eight aspects, 1) The
development of Kra Island to be a patrol center for sea terrorism protection as well as an
tnformation and rescue center, 2) The development of Kra Island to be the logistic base, 3) The
development of Kra Island to be an attraction for ecotourism, 4) The development of Kra Island
to be a marine resource protection and conservation zone, 5) The development of Kra Island to
be a cooperative learning site, 6) The development of Kra Island to be a marine park for
coral and aquatic animals protection, 7) The development of Kra Island to be an ideal island
with natural beauty, and 8) The development of the public relation so that the island will
become well-known .

2. The eight aspects for the development of Kra [sland could be categorized into four
strategies: 1) The strategies to develop Kra Island to protect national maritime benefits and
national security in the lower part area of the Gulf of Thailand 2) The strategies to develop Kra
[sland to become an ecotourism attraction 3) The strategies to develop Kra Island to be the

protection zone of marine resources and ecology, and 4) The strategies to develop the

management of Kra Island.



