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ABSTRACT

The Study of Community’s Ecotourism Capacity: Phuphaphet Cave is a research
that aimed at studying the community’s ecotourism capacity in Tambol Palm Patana, Manung
sub-district, Satun province.

This research study has played an important role to signify the occurrences of
social phenomena in local community. Apart from the description and interpretation of cultures in
order to examine the pattern of daily life of local community, the local evolution and its
systematic transformation of social relation processes, both before and after the discovery of
Phuphaphet cave, are those also detailed. Research methodology using in this study is qualitative
research, emphasizing in in-depth interview with a number of 31 key informants who
simultaneously concern and spend their lives within the contextualize transformation of
ecotourism of Phuphaphet cave. The qualitative data, which were collected around the area of the
cave community, had been analyzed and interpreted by way of the principles of ecotourism
ideology and local capital contexts i.e. physical, social and cultural changes.

By keen participating and exploring among governmental organizations and
local community, the Phuphaphet cave is targeted to develop as an important ecotourism site,
enhancing its diverse formation to be an invaluable geological unique one. The invaluable of
archaeological and historical site, together with its capital natural identity, the cave has been

developed to be a significant brand new tourism site of Satun province and of Thai nation.
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The result study of the Phuphaphet cave community’s ecotourism capacity has
brought about to build guideline and accordance of ecotourism management. The local
community always pays the prior attention to preserve its natural resources and takes care of the
ecosystem; altogether signify to its educational context, its carrying capacity, its beneficially
sharing of nature and its managing to the environment based on its high morality. Hence, the
community’s ecotourism capacity of Phuphaphet cave has played an important role base on the

meaning of ecotourism principles and on the basis of its natural equilibrium indeed.



