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Research Title: An Evaluative Study of the New Entrance Examination System
for Admission into Higher Educational Institutions Under the
Ministry of the University Affairs as Perceived by Students,

Teachers, and Students’Guardians

Researchers: Mrs. Preamjal Aue-aungkul
Institution: Rajabhat Institute, Songkhla
Academic Year: 2001

Abstract

This study 1s an evaluation of a new entrance examination system for
admission into universities as perceived by high school students, their guardians, and
the teachers. Correlations of the variables for the study were made between the size
of the schools and student’s grade point average (GPA.). The study also focuses on
the 1mpact of the new entrance examination system on student’s learning
characteristics, teacher’s teaching behaviors, and academic administration. The
sample for the study includes 413 Mathayomsuksa 6 (Grade 12) students studying in
high schools during the 2001 academic year, 413 guardians, and 357 upper secondary
school teachers in Songkhla Province. The respondents for the sample were selected
by the Stratified Ramdom Sampling technique based on school size. The iﬂstruments
for study include students’ GPA records, questionnaire, and an interview schedule.
The questionnare was administered and the interviews were conducted by the
researcher. With the application of the SPSS/Pc” program, the data obtained were
analyzed using referential statistics as arithmetic means, standard deviations, F-test,
Scheftie test, chi-squire t?st, and the Kendall’s tau-c Coefficient Correlations were
performed. Qualitative data which include opinions expressed and suggestions given
by the respondents were analyzed.

The results of the study reveal the following

1. As a whole, the students, guardians, and teachers showed an average level

of agreement with the new entrance examination system. The three groups
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of respondents seemed to agree highly on the matters of the two-time
examination within a year, the announcement of the test score results
betore selecting fields of study, and the four choices of the fields of study.
As tor the 5% of the grade point averages. and the 5% of the percentile
rank as a measure for consideration of the admission, the teachers agreed
with this concept at an average level, whereas the g{.lardians showed a high
level of agreement. Based on the size of the school attended and the GPA
attained, the students showed no significance of the differences in their
perception at .05 level, regarding the new system of entrance examination.
Similarly, based on the size of the school, the teachers show no
significance of the differences in their perception at .05 level, regarding
the new system of entrance examination. However, based on teaching
experience, the teachers whose teaching experience longer than 10 years
differed in their perception at the .05 significance from those whose
teaching experience less than 10 years. The former group of teachers
agreed with the new entrance examination system more than the latter
group. The guardians of the students with differing school size and with
GPA differed in their agreement with the new entrance examina’;ion
system at the signifcant level of .0S.
There was a positive correlation of .207 between the size of the school
attended and the GPA attained. However, when comparing the percentage
of the GPA given, the small sized school had a tendency to give a higher
GPA than diq the schools of other sizes..
The mmpacts of the new entrance examination system were the following:
3.1 As for the impact on students’ learning characteristics, the students
expressed that the new system had a positive impact on them. The
teachers and the parents felt that the new system had an average
impact on the students. Based on the size of the school involved, the

students, teachers and parents agreed that the new entrance
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examination system had a positive impact on the extra large schools
most.

3.2 The new entrance examination system affected the teaching behaviors
of the teachers at the 93.7 percentage. The affected aspects include
teaching, test formats used in the school, grading method, and the

academic affairs where there was a need for the modification of the

learning plan.
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