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Title of the Project : The Oral History of Songkhla during the Second World War
(1941 — 1945)

Name of the Researcher : Miss Piangkhae Pongsiribanyat

Date of Completion : December 10th, 2003

Abstract

This research concerns some oral history of Songkhla at the time of the Second
World War (1941 — 1945). It focuses particularly on the aspect of Songkhla as being a
strategic part of the South, being invaded by Japanese troops and attacked by the Allies.
Moreover; the study includes the relationship between the local people and Japanese soldiers,
the living conditions of the local people and also the attitudes of the local people exhibited
towards the Japanese soldiering. This research is the historical analysis of this important
period- the Second World War .

Research data derives from primary and secondary documents as well as from
interviews (arranged by random purposive sampling method) conducted with twenty-five
informants, all ot whom spent the wartime in Songkhla areas and severely affected by the
war. These interviewees were, at that time, aged ten years old or older; none of them was
born any later than the year 1932. They all directly faced the hardship of the World War.
Having had closed contact with Japanese soldiers, they all can still remember the incidents
during the War and passed on the incidents to the interviewer very clearly in good detail.

Research shows that Songkhla’s strategic location made wartime disruptions
inevitable. Sadao — a district of the province of Songkhla, and also adjacent to the British
territory ot Malaya — lay right across the Japanese line of march towards the British military
bases that were the Japanese target. This Japanese invasion had, in fact, been several years in
the preparation. The Japanese “5" front” had been, for years past, charged with the operation

1n, and 1n the spying out the land in the southern Thai provinces of Chumporn, Nakhon-Sri
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Thammarat, Phuket, Trang, Songkhla, and Pattani. The first encounter between Thai and
Japanese forces took place on December 8, 1941. First to be attacked were the police (a force
that is today known as the ‘Songkhla Provincial Police’) in Songkhla police station. Fighting
(between Thai and Japanese troops) also took place in the Kao Roop Chang district. This
district was supposed to be under the control of the 41", Infantry battalion and the 13"
Artillery battalion stationed at a camp which, at that time, was known as ‘Suan Toon’ but
which, with the passage of time, has come to be known today as the Prapokklau Military
Camp. Lastly, some fighting took place at Kuan Mae Teoi and at another place (either Ban
Nam Noi or else Khao Bandai Nang) which, with the passage of time, has now been overlaid
by the Industrial Promotion Regent 11, Tambon, Namnoi1 but which, in 1941, had been
placed under the control of the 5" Infantry battalion. In any case, this invasion, when it was
mounted, blatantly violated Thailand’s neutrality.

The Thai government (in 1941) took the decision to allow the Japanese forces an
unhindered march through Thailand on their way to attack the British held territories of
Burma and of Malaya. This decision (to acquiesce) did, to some extent, relieve a critical
situation that had been developing in Songkhla. The decision was bound, however, to leave
the town on Songkhla prone and vulnerable to Allied air bombardment in the final stages of
the war.

Throughout this four year period, Songkhla’s citizenry had to endure economic
hardship (especially in the matter of commodity shortage). This hardship severely affected
everyday life. The attitude of Thai peasants towards Japanese troops showed itself positive 1n
some respects, negative in others. It seems that Japanese soldiers were well disciplined; they
refrained from attacking on Thai citizens 1n all cases save those involving the theft, by Thais,
of articles belonging to the Japanese military. This essentially just relationship tended to ease
what might otherwise have been an even worse situation for Songkhla people. However,
whatever the kind of the attitude exhibited by Thai towards the Japanese, it certainly cannot

be denied that Songkhla’s people were truly the victims of the misfortune of war.



