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Abstract

This 1s a study of nature of cooperation between Rajabhat Institute Songkhla
and a local community of Tambon Choomphon on tourism, management and quality
of tourism, status of tourism and ecotourism, facilities in quality development of
ecotourism as well as recommendations for cooperation between the two
organizations. The sample for the study compnsed 206 tourists, 261 local residents,
35 tour operators, 4 individuals involved with tourism, 3 admunistrators of the
community extension services from Rajabhat Institute Songkhla. Data were collected
through the questionnaire and interviews. The results of the study reveal the
following:

It has been a policy of Rajabhat Institute Songkhla to cooperate with local
community to develop ecotourism. Tambon Choomphon 1s a community bestowed
with natural attractions and cultural heritages which have a prospect of development
for ecotourism. Regarding the quality of ecotourism in Tambon Choomphon, the
tourists indicated an average degrec of quality, whereas loal residents and tour
operators identified a high degree of quality.

In terms of cooperation between Rajabhat Institute Songkhla and the
community in effort to develop ecotourism, local residents stated that cooperation
should be focused most on the following aspects. Research should be carned out to
provide knowledge on research for local personnel. Training should be provided on
the subject of local tour guides and the establishment of coordinating unit for tourism.
Cultural can be maintained through the revitalization of local culture and traditions.
The number of tourists can be increased through various tourtsm promotional
campaigns. Finally, coordination efforts should be made to create a tourism network.

Similarly, for tour operators, research should be carmed out jontly into

tourism market and promotion. Training should be provided on marketing and



promotion as well as English training for marketing. Festivals should be organized
based principally on local culture. Campaigns should be made in attempt to increase
the number of tourists to the community. Tounism networks should be evaluated in
terms of its operation. All of these recommendations should serve as guidelines for
Rajabhat Institute Songkhla and Tambon Choomphon to adopt for the quality

development of ecotourism in this community.



