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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research is to survey readers' behaviors on reading, demanding
and believing on local newspapers in Songkhla. This research also studying the relationships among
the readers’ demands and beliefs on news reporting and the content coverage of Songkhla local
weekly newspapers-- “Focus Songkhla” and “Thai Laem Thong”

The findings show that the sample group readers of 235 are only 12.34 percent subscribers
and Focus Songkhla is the most favorite newspaper. The most important reason of reading is to know
the movement of the local news. However the demands of the local Information problems and the
solving are the lowest. The local government administration news and the social-exclusive news
receives a high fevel of demand and belief respectively. While the news on foreign affairs, economic
and information technology receive the least beliefs.

The findings about the relationship of factors relating to local newspapers exposure in

Songkhla also indicate that there is a relationship of a high degree between the readers’ demands on

news reporting and the content coverage of the Focus Songkhla (r, = 0.8283) but the relationship

between readers’ beliefs and the content coverage was rather low (ry = 0.1456) .This implies that the

readers’ demands is consistent with the content coverage somewhat disagreement with the readers’
beliefs.
In addition, the results indicate a relationship of a relatively low degree among readers’

demands, beliefs on news reporting of the Thai Laem Thong and the content coverage

(ry = 0.3575), (r, = 0.2835).The results show somewnhat disagreement among the readers’ demands
and beliefs of news reporting and the coverage content of the Thai Laem Thong.

Therefore, the findings of this study bartly confirm the research hypothesis. The readers’
demands on news reporting of Focus Songkhla is consistent with the content coverage but
inconsistent with the readers' beliefs. Moreover, readers’' demands and beliefs on news reporting of

Thai Laem Thong have somewhat no relationship with the content coverage.



