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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the overall and individual opinions of students in the Southern
geeg}aphical region regarding the policies criteria, and methods used in the National Entrance Examination on
Students Opinions. The study also investigated the impacts of current national entrance examination criteria and
looked into potential formats, criteria, and methods used in the national entrance examination of students into higher
education institutions. The sample for the study included 950 second year students studying in the university during
the 2002 academic year. The subjects were selected using the stratified random sampling technique in proportion to
the number of students from each college of three local universities. The independent variables were the three
universities where students were studying: Prince of Songkhla University, Taksin University, and Walailak
University, while students’ opinions are treated as dependent variable.

The results of the study revealed the following:

1) As a whole, students inr the Southern geographical region agree ‘strongly’ with the national entrance
examination policy. For individual components of the policy, students seemed to differ in their
agreement. The students also agree ‘strongly’ with the direct admission or the quota policy and national
entrance examination policy. Students show ‘moderate’ agreement with the policy of admitting students
based on their special aptitudes. However, there seem to be no significant differences at the .05 level in
the opinions of students from the three universities regarding admission policies with moderate
agreement.

2) As a whole the students agree ‘moderately’ with both the criteria of direct admission or the quota system
and the special aptitude admission. However, they agree ‘strongly’ with the admission through the
nationwide entrance examination criteria. Similarly, there seem to be no significant differences at the .05
level in the opinions of students from the three universities regarding the national entrance examination
criteria.

3) As a whole, students agree ‘strongly’ with the administration and management of the national entrance
examination. Students show ‘moderate’ agreement with the test formats used in measuring students’

capability. However, there seem to be no significant differences at the.05 level in the opinions of students -

from the three university regarding administration of the national entrance examination.



4) The following are the impacts of the national entrance examination methods used on the students.

4.1 The number of second year students at the three universities decrease; particularly affected by this
trend 1s Walailak University where the reduction rate is 17.00 percent.

4.2 There 1s an increase in the number of students engaging in private intensive tutorial classes.

4.3 Students are ‘highly’ affected positively and negatively in the following ways: determination of
GPA and the percentile rank, advance announcement of national entrance examination results;
administration of knowledge and aptitude tests twice annually; three year validity for test scores;
the use of the test result with the highest score for admission consideration; and the selection of not
more than four programs of study.

5) Students from Prince of Songkhla University and Taksin University_ express their opinion on their most
preferred national entrance criteria, in descending order, to be used i;1 the national entrance system in the
future.

5.1 Scores from the centralized nationwide entrance examination.
5.2 Scores from relevant aptitude test and selection of program of study.
5.3 Scores from the GPA.

In addition, students from Walailak University express their most preferred admission criteria, in
descending order, to be used in the admission system in the future: scores from the centralized nationwide
entrance examination; scores from the GPA; and scores from relevant aptitude test.

6) The preferred formats to be used for future admission should be the centralized nationwide entrance
examination with the following criteria: administration of knowledge and aptitude tests twice annually; 5
percent weight each from the GPA and the percentile rank to be added to the score calculation; two year
validity for test scores; advance announcement of direct admission result; the use of the test result with
the highest score for national entrance examination consideration; and the selection of not more than four
programs of study.

7) Students in the Southern geographical region suggest the following for further improvement of the
standardization of the GPA in general : quality of tests used in each school; quality of teachers; clear
contents tn the syllabus, supervision and direction of the teaching, equal allocation of financial support

for each school; and establishment of an agency to ensure quality education for the schools.



