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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the levels of member’s participation in
the operation of food-processing community enterprises, (2) to study economic and social factors
in relation to the said participation, (3) to study problems and their causes regarding the
participation referred to, and (4) to suggest a strategy for the participation in question. The sample
of the quantitative research consisted of the members of food-processing community enterprises
who were listed in the forms for registration as community enterprises. Cluster random sampling
was applied, as the members of the community enterprises of each district were similar in basic
and social factors. For this research, the researcher randomly sampling, Hatyai District being the
district for the sample. The research instrument was a structured questionnaire. The data analysis
made use of frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s correlation, and chi-
square. The sample for the qualitative research consisted of one leader of each enterprise group,
for a total of nine individuals. The method of study was in-depth interview, from which the data
were compiled and summed up for issues concerning problems and causes of decisions made by

community-enterprise members for participation in the operation of community enterprises.

The research findings were as follows. (1) The levels of participation by the members
of the community enterprises in the operation referred to were moderate as a whole. By individual
aspects, the said participation was at a moderate level for these aspects: study of potentials of
community enterprises, operational-plan making, plan implementation, and monitoring and
evaluation. (2) Regarding basic and social factors related to the participation in question, the
factors of age, family income, access to information about community enterprise from printed

media, training and study tour, knowledge and understanding of community-enterprise principles,



(4)

and religious adherence related to the said participation at the .05 level of statistical significance, while the
factors of family size and of access to information about community enterprise through electronic and personal
media did not relate to the participation in any aspect of the operation in question. (3) The community
enterprise members’ problems and obstacles regarding the said participation were as follows. The members did
not realize the importance of the operational procedures. Potential-wise, the community enterprises carried
outdated and incomprehensive data. There was a lack of knowledge and skills regarding study of potentials,
operational-plan making, and monitoring and evaluation. Operational data and information were not known,
and evaluation results were not used for operational improvement. The following suggestions were made.
Officials concerned should make members see the importance of a study of potentials. Training courses should
be held to provide knowledge and skill training concerning study of potentials, operational-plan making. and
monitoring and evaluation. A study tour of successful enterprises should be arranged. Communication
techniques appropriate for members should be used. The community should take part in date updating. (4) The
suggested strategy for participation involved the following: development of participatory learning. development
of operational-plan making, building teamwork potential, creation of incentives for participation, and

establishing a sense of participation.



