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ABSTRACT

This research was a study of Behavior Development for Election of Members of
House of Representatives : Case Study of Election Zone 3, Songkhla Province. For the election
on 06" of January 2005, The research sample was a group of 400 that underwent random
sampling at 95 percent of the Yamane ready-made table out of a population of eligible voters of
110,150. Multi-stage random sampling was carried out in proportion to the number of the sub-
districts in the zone of Songkhla Province. After that, lot drawing was done of address numbers
to identify a sample for each hamlet. By choosing a sample group in each hamlet. The data-
gathering questionnaires were open-ended as well as close-ended. The instrument of qualitative
research was group conversation for the study and construction of approaches for the
development of election behavior.

The findings on the first objective, to study the election behavior of election zone 3,
Songkhla Province, showed that most of the sample manifested behavior that rather formed
clusters on several issues, such as voting for fear of forfeiting the voting right, voters desiring
a Member of Parliament to speak for them for a particular locality, wanting a party chief with
leadership, never taking part in a political talk, following vote-getting campaigns to some degree,
and no interest at all in member of parliament election.

The findings on the second objective, to study relations between personal factors and

public election behaviors in the said election zone, showed that most of the sample differed in
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opinions on voting considerations for candidates. The forms of decision-making depended on
status, age, gender, occupation, educational level, and income.

The findings on the third objective, to construct approaches to the development of
election behaviors, yielded for the researcher an outcome in the form of the said approaches, two
in number, as follows.

1. A drive to form a campaigning group to build up the knowledge and understanding
of election politics, and a group to oversee/suppress election dishonesty. A working system was
formed through which agencies worked together that were involved in hamlet and sub-district
communities, with two projects under operation : project to promote participation by members in
making plans, and project to train members/volunteers.

2. The campaigning for knowledge and understanding of democratic election politics,
including the overseeing/suppression of election dishonesty, was carried out as a unit of
dissemination system and development strategy transfer. A body of knowledge was established
involving election knowledge and understanding. Joint overseeing was carried out in cooperation
with government agencies to provide tips or to arrest violators of the election law. The operations
involved three projects : project of activities of the group keeping watch on election violations,
project to campaign for election through community media/bills/personal media, and project of
correcting by means of small-group activities operational problems faced by groups of members

along with location problems.



