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Thesis Title The Existence of A Career Group in The Tsunami Disaster Community :
A Case Study of A Curry Paste Hand Mixing Group at Koh Mook

Village, Tumbon Koh Libong, Kantang District, Trang Province.

Researcher Miss Mayura Palawan Academic year 2007
Degree Master of Arts in Development Strategy.
Advisory Chair Dr. Sirirak Juangtong

Advisory Committee  Assistant Professor Sonthaya Polsri

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims at the study of the positive and negative aspects with
respect to the existence of the Curry Paste Hand Mixing Groups of Koh Mook Village, Tumbon
Koh Libong, Kantang District, Trang Province. Data was collected from documents which were
concerned with the study observation without participation, as well as an in — depth interview of
14 persons from private organizations, a community leader ; a group committee as well as
customers.

The result of this research was as follows :

1. After the Tsunami disaster on 26 December 2006 , various kinds of help were
brought into the village including the setting up of career groups with the aim of increasing their
income, because the main income from fishing had been reduced due to the damage of fishing
boats and tools. At the beginning 7 career groups were set up but only one group survived to carry
on the work, of Curry paste Hand mixing. This group was set up on the June 2005, starting with a
total number of 27 members.

2. The research also found that the organization was of an informal type . The leader of
the group was the Chairperson and the natural leader was the Vice-Chairperson. The Vice—
Chairperson perform all kinds of administration and management work out side of production.
Production required the labour input from all members. Finance and Accounting were not
properly recorded. The group only kept records of the purchase of raw material ; income : and

the expenditure paid to members. Management production was based on total group participation
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because work could not be performed individually introduced. In the past an electric mixer has
been with the aim of increasing production and labour saving . However, the production quality
did not satisfied the consumers. The group went back to traditional forms of production by using
manual pestles and mortars. Curry Paste was made to meet the community's daily needs, based on
a sufficient economy.

3. Internal factors supporting the existing of the group are as follows; The setting up of
the group based on the need of those who wanted to increase their income and also to reduce the
stress which resulted from the Tsunami disaster. Leader of the group was a natural leader whose
own good character helped to support the group carrying out the performance. Most members
participate actively to perform the works because they were the same age group as well as sharing
the income and benefits of their work fairly. However, there were also external factors such as the
assistance from external sources for example, building and supporting materials from non-
government development organization and also regular purchases from customers according to
the satisfaction they gained from their purchase. Customers by purchasing instant curry paste
helped to save themselves time and money. The production also had little or no competition being
the only producer on the island.

However some opposing factors to the existence of the group were : the old age of most
members and with the time, would require them to be replaced. Management problems which
would result if the vice chairperson should decide to retire as nearly all management decisions
appeared to be made by the vice chairperson. Finally there was the possible shortage of available
workers during the peak demand period for curry paste in monsoon season. It was also the same
time when many of members might be employed elsewhere with better income from the crab

fishing.



