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Abstract

The objectives of the research study entitled Development of Groups and A Networking
to Approach Producing Organic Fertilizers : A Case Study ot Tambol Ko Tew, Amphoe Muang,
Songkhla Province, were 1) to study the histories and potentials of groups of producers of organic
fertilizers, 2) the development of groups of producers of organic fertilizers, and 3) to seek approaches
to network creation for production of organic fertilizers.

The research findings were as follows. All the four groups of producers of organic fertilizers
in Tambol Ko Tew came into being because of the support of voluntary soil specialists and local
leaders. Most group committee members and group members lacked the knowledge and skills
regarding group management and the production of organic fertilizer, the production being short
of standard. The researcher, therefore, applied the process of participatory action research to
develop the groups in six steps: formation, scrambling, criterion making, implementation, plural
grouping, and network creation. Then a learning process was organized based on the results of
joint analysis from meetings and studies. The process involved workshop, study tour, and
demonstration of organic-fertilizer production. The group committee members and group
members together made use of the knowledge and skills to develop group management and
organic-fertilizer production, as well as to test fertilizer use. The efforts were successful and
gained acceptance from members, communities, and supporting agencies.

For approaches to network creation for production of organic fertilizers, the researcher
organized the AIC process by setting up a network of activities for organic-fertilizer production,

with selection of network leaders to continue activities regularly, support and development of the
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knowledge and skills concerning the management and production of organic fertilizers, as well as
distribution of products to various points of the network. The suggestions made were these. Support
should be given for exchanges of knowledge among committee members, group members, and
experts concerned. The Department of Land Development should develop the potentials of voluntary
soil specialists to serve as the main core of group development and network of organic-fertilizer

producers to strengthen them and enable them to carry on further activities efficiently.



