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Project Title: An Analysis of Lyrics of Top Hits of Thai Popular Songs Among Thai

Teepagers (2002).
Researcher: Euanjit Summa
Year: May, 2003.

Abstract

This is an analysis of language use and contents appearing in Thai popular songs
cherished by Thai teeangers in the year 2002. A total of 123 songs were used as the sample for
the analysis; they were taken from the first 10 top hits listed weekly in the Website:
http://365jukebox.com during January to December 2002.

Lyrics in Thai popular songs of teenagers were analyzed in terms of usage usage and
figures of speech. Word usage was analyzed in five categories: spoken language, slang, foreign
languages, repititive words and redundant words, which resulted in the followine ascending
order: spoken language (462 words/44.47%, 102 songs); redundant words (332 wdrds/30.99%,
106 songs); repititve words (169 words/16.26%, 69 songs); foreign words - locnwords and
orginal words (67 words/6.45%, 69 songs); and slangs (19 words/1.83%, 14 songs). 7

As for figures or speech, it was found that rhetorical question, the artistic usage of
question that expects no answer, e.g. “Can you answer a bit?”, was used most frequently (261
figures/64.76%, 87 songs). This was followed by personification, attributing personal nature or
character to an inanimate object or abstraction, such as “The sun gets up late.” (62
figures/15.39%, 29 song). Simile, a comparison of similarity between two things, such as “You
are like a bouquet,” took the third rank in frequency of usage (38 figures/11.91%, 32 songs). 7
This was followed by metaphor, a attributiop to an objec)t or concept that does not really denotes,
such as “You are my breath” (27 ﬁgures/6i‘%0‘%:.l.9's'gng¥s). The least frequently used figure of
speech was hyperbole (5 hyperboles/1.2%, 5 songs).

For the content analysis, it was found that 119 out of the total 123 songs (96.75%)
constituted the theme about love among youths. A further analysis revealed that they signified
disappointment resulted from love, such as broken heart, three-cornered love affairs, one-sided
love affair, etc. Finally, it was about satisfaction with love, such as cheerfulness, dream, etc. It
was interesting to note that the number of songs with the love disappointment theme

(95songs/77.23%) was smaller than those with love satisfaction theme (24songs/19.51%). The. -

content which reflected social and cultural life was found in 4 songs (3.25%); and the content

which reflected nature was not found in any of the songs.
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