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Abstract

Research Project entitled: “Values and Social Deviant Behaviors of

Delinquent Children and Youths in Songkhla.”

Researchers:1. Asst. Prof. Dr. Niwat Klin-ngam, Raja'bhat Institute Songkhla;
2. Assoc. Prof. Thassanee Pratharn, Rajabhat Institute Songkhla;
3. Asst. Prof. Premchai Ua-ungkoon, Rajabhat Institute Songkhla;
4. Asst. Prof. Yoopphadee Thammachart, Rajabhat Institute
Songkhla;
5. Asst. Prof. Ramphaithip Threeraniti, Rajabhat Institute
Songkhla; ‘ ;
6. Mrs. Warunee Wbngwichian, Rajabhat Institute Songkhla;
. Asst. Prof. Wichai Boonchooduang, Rajabhat Institute

Songkhla.

Telephone Number: (074)312726, 325007
This research project was supported by the Research Fund, General Category,
1996.

Period for conducting the research; 2 years; 1996 - 1997.

The study entitled “Values and Social Deviant Behaviors of Delinquent
Children and Yc»uths in Songkhla Province” was aimed at:

1. Investigating the values and their respective levels and the social
deviant behaviors of delinquent children and youths in Songkhla Province;

2. Determining the correlation between such factors as the level of
values, the social deviant behaviors of their close friends, and the
characteristics of the children and youths’ group;

3. Determining the factors which influehced the values of delinquent

children and youths in Songkhla Province:



4. Determining discriminant factors for delinquent children and youths
who were not in school, those who were still in school, and non-delinquent
children and youths in school.

Samples for the study were 956 children and youths in Songkhla and 18
persons who were close to delinqqent children and youths. Data for the study
were cbllected through a set of questionnaire for eliciting the children and
youths’ values and the ways they were brought up. Interviewing schedules
were used for eliciting their deviant behaviors. Two approaches were used in
collecting data: questionnaires were administered by the researchers and their
assistants to the literate children ancl youths. llliterate children and youths and
the persons close to them were interviewed. The data were analyzed for basic
statistics. The J(Z-tést, a t-test, F-test, Multiple Regression Analysis, and
Discriminant Analysis were used for tes;tihg hypotheses. The results of the
study revealed the foﬂowing:

1. As a whole, the three groups of children and youths showed the
average level of their values in four aspects: responsibility, honesty, respect for
elders, and thrift; the levels of the values for respect for elders and thrift being
higher than the other values. Delinquent children and youths who were not in
éc:hool showed a higher ‘Ievel of responsibility and honesty than those in the
other groups. Non-delinquent children and youths showed a higher level of
respect for elders and thrift than those of the other groups.

2. Most children and youths in the groups showed an unsubstantial
degree of responsibility and honesty.. At least 44% of the children and youths in
the three groups showed a high level of respect for elders. In addition, at least
40% of delinquent children and youths showed an unsubstantial degree of
thrift. An almost eqUal ratio of non-delinquent children and youths showed
either an unsubstantial degree of thrift or a high level of thrift. Delinquent

children and youths who were not in school had more friends than those who
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were in school and non-delinquent children and youths. Deviant behaviors
commonly found among delinquent children and youths were smoking,
drinking, going out at night, theft, causing body injury to others.

3. There was a correlation between the children and youths’ values of
responsibility and respect for elders and their group characteristics, showing a
significant difference of 0.01. Similarly, there was a 0.01 correlation between
each value. Close friend’s deviant behavior was shown to be correlated to
almost each and every group characteristics but to some values.

4. Delinguent children and youths and their parents who differed in their
educational levels showed a significant difference in the level of values related
to responsibility, honesty, and respect for elders. Delinquent children and
youths and their parents who attained a high level of education showed a low

level of values. Delinquent children and youths and their parents who differed
in their occupation and income showed a significant difference in the level of
values related to responsibility, honesty, and respect for elders. Delinquent
children and youths and théir parents who were government officials or who
worked for state enterprises showed a low level of values related to
responsibility. Delinquent children and youths whose family income was
average or high showed a lower level of values related to responsibility than
those whose family income was low (Baht 5,000 or lower). Delinquent children
and youths who were brought up with different degrees of reasons showed a
significant difference in the level of values related to respect for elders and thrit.
Delinguent children and youths who were brought up with a high degree of
reasons showed a higher level of values than those who were brought up with
a low degree of reasons. Personal factors, family background, and the way
delinquent children and youths were brought up could be used to predict
values regarding responsibility, honesty, respect for elders, and thrift at the

percentage levels of 6, 9, 10, and 8 respectively, a rather weak indicator for the



-
ef”

prediction. Factors related to family income, family harmony, devfant behavior
of close friends, and the upbringing with reasons showed strong influences on
all aspects of values. Parents’ occupation was the discriminant factor
influencing the levels of values (low, average, or high).

5. Children and youths’ personal factor, family background, and the
upbringing are discriminant factors for their group characteristics, with 72% of
prediction accuracy. Among 15 determinative factors, it was found that sex,
age, family income, number of members in a family, parents’ educational level,
parents’ occupation, residence, harmony in family, status of parents, behavior of
close friends, upbringing with warm support and reasons, and values regarding
honesty and respect for elders could be used to predict children and youths’
group characteristics with 70% accuracy. In addition, children and youths who
belonged to different group characteristics showed a significant difference in
their level of values regarding responsibility and respect for elders. Delinquent
children and youths who were in sc‘hool showed the lowest level of values
whereas those who were not in schocl showed the highest level of values. It
was found that children and youtlhé who belonged to different group
characteristics reflected a significant difference in their close friends’ deviant
behaviors and in their upbringing. In descending order, children and youths
who were not in school had close friends with highest level of deviant behavior,
followed by those who were in school and non-delinquent children and youths.
In terms of upbringing, non-delinquent children and youths received both
approaches of upbringing at the highest level, followed by delinquent children

and youths who were in school and those who were not in school respectively.





