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Effects of Some Plant Leaf Meal on Egg Production Performance of Laying Hens

and Egg Quality

=58
AIIY VIRT

Kruan Buakeeree

Abstract

The experiment was conducted to evaluate the effect of banana leaf meal (BLM), tamarind
leaf meal (TLM), manila tamarind leaf meal (MTLM) and cassava leaf meal (CLM) on egg
production performance of laying hens and egg quality. A total 200 Isa brown layers were randomly
divided into 5 groups, each with 5 replications. Each group was fed on as follow: Group 1, plant leaf
was not contained, only corn-soybean basal diet was fed. Group 2 .4% BLM was contained. Group
3,.4% TLM was contained. Group 4, 4% MTLM was contained and Group 35, 4% CLM was
contained. Birds were reared under evaporative cooling system with battery cage of 1 bird/cage.

The experiment revealed that BLM, TLM, MTLM and CLM in diet did not show any
health effect. The results showed that there were significantly differences (P<0.05) on egg
production and average egg weight. Hens, fed on a diet supplemented with BLM, MTLM and CLM
gave the higher egg production than hens, fed on TLM. However, the layer’s feed intake fed
supplemented on BLM and MTLM was significantly higher (P<0.01) than the control group. No
significant difference was found on egg mass, Haugh unit, Albumen height, Shell thickness, %
Albumen, % Yolk and % eggshell (P>0.05), but the color of the score of egg yolk of the group fed

on BLM and MTLM was significantly higher (P<0.01) than the other groups .

Keywords: plant leaf meal, layer diet, egg production performance, egg quality
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