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Abstract

The aims of this research were 1) to study the process of existence of strong community
groups in Ban Ta Sai Community, 2) to study the factors affecting the said process as applied to
the groups referred to, and 3) to study problems and obstacles in the said process, with qualitative
research method. The research population was chosen purposively by the researcher to consist of
two groups, namely, the informed group of community committee members, community leaders,
state and private functionaries, and nine others residing in Ban Ta Sai Community, as well as 20
members of the occupational group of mattress-making for children. The data analysis was
qualitative by means of analytical description.

The research findings were as follows. The process of existence of strong community groups
originated from the group formation of which the process all members took part in, for example,
search for appropriate products, learning together, meetings for operational planning, investment
sharing, sharing of benefits, follow-up and evaluation. The groups were constantly active. The
forming of a group arose from the members’ genuine desire. The following factors were found
that affected the process of existence of strong community groups. The internal factors were the
acceptance by members of the leaders’ roles, a group’s good opportunity to learn because of
access to a learning source, members’ social behavior and culture pointing in the same direction,
and expectation of benefits from group participation. The external factors as found involved
social support by both the state and private sectors regarding know-how about the conduct of

activities, data and information, capital, tools, the holding of activities to keep the groups on the



2

move, and public relations. Regarding problems and obstacles, it was found that the process of

existence of a group was not hampered by group leaders and members, nor by money for capital.
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