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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the impact of rice and rubber on the
economy and society of the planters in the Songkhla Basin from 1896-1996. This study also
looks at the impact of the factors, both in and outside the country, that affect production
development, relation of production, consumption and purchasing. It also focuses on the
problems caused by rice and rubber production.

The study finds that before 1910, the economy and the way of life of the peasants in
Songkhla Basin took place under a feudal system. The farmers used the old traditional
production processes. They depended on natural sources and primitive tools. The purpose of
growing rice was mainly for family consumption, not for sales. Commercial frading under the
capitalism system occurred very slowly. There was no capitalist since the profits were used for
supporting the feudalism, not for regenerating the cost of production. The peasants’ lives
under feudal system were torturous. They were tyrannized and requisitioned by the
government. Thus, they had to form a community cooperation to protect themselves.

Between 1910-1957, the economics and lifestyles of rice and rubber planters were
changing. The rice planters began to grow fice for trade while those who stayed on the
higher land began to plant rubber trees as their secondary occupation. However in the
beginning. trade and capitalism did not affect peoples’ lives fo any great extent. The
peasants still used the old, low-cost means of production such as in-house labour and
animals for farming. Low-cost production, combined with the fact that natural resources
were still in abundance, protected the peasants from being severely affected by the newly
introduced capitalism.

Between 1957-1996, the economic and social conditions of the lives of the rice and
rubber planters changed dramatically. For the rice planters, the explicit change was the
alteration in their way of life, from self-sufficiency through rice production fo pure production
for trade.

Meanwhile, the rubber planters shifted from planting as their second occupation to
the main one. The change encouraged capitalism to enter fully info the community. The

market was run by an invisible hand and the way of life of the rice and rubber planters was
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widely affected. Accepting that the aim of production is for trading, the planters have
increased their production capacity by purchasing new means of production technology, for
instance, tractors, insecticides and chemical fertilizer. This new investment cost more money,
while, when they offered the products to the markets, merchants used the market system to
take advantage of the planters by purchasing the goods at a lower-than-market price.
When natural perils arose, the planters would lose out and have no budget to produce rice
in the next season. They could no more depend on the local natural fertility for it was
destroyed by careless usage of chemicals. They, therefore, had to raise a loan to purchase
all needs of the household and for the materials required for the next cultivation.
Furthermore, the market system destroyed the good relationship in the community.
People started buying instead of asking for help. The way of life was transformed from the
simple and relaxed to that where one had tfo struggle to eamn more money to live and to

pay off the debfs caused by the new way of investment.
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