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Abstract

The 2 objectives of the research were 1) to study the history and development of Ligae
Mahajata-throng-kreung in the Southern Thai cultural context, and 2) to investigate into problems
and to find out guidelines to support the existence of the Ligae-Mahajata-throng-kreung in the
Southern Thai Cultural Context. The key informants were 15 performers, musicians, stake holders
and audiences. The in-dept interview was used in data collecting. Data were interpreted, analyzed
and reported the developments, functions, problems and guidelines in descriptive analysis.

The findings showed as follow:

1) History and development: the forefather of Ligae Mahajata-throng-kreung was the
the Muslim Djigae performed at the tomb of Sultan Suleiman. The evolution of Djigae into Ligae
was started with the training of Ligae performers from the Central Thailand. The first
performance of Ligaec Mahajata-throng-kreung was at Wat Rajbamrung Amphur Ranod, Songkha
Province. At the beginning, the performers were men and later on women were trained to join the
troupe. The Ligae Mahajata-throng-kreung was alternately performed at the 13 parts of at
Mahajata Jataka Sermons which took long times, the sermons and the ligae performance could
not be completed in one day. Thus, the performance was adapted such as 3-4 parts of the
Mahajata Jataka were recited in the morning and ligae performed in the afternoon, or the reciting
took place in the evening and the ligae performed at night and etc. The alteration helped the ligae
in keeping audiences’ attention.

2) Functions: Ligae Mahajata-throng-kreung served the Southern Thai society in ritual
and entertainment aspects.

3) Problems and guidelines: The 2 main problems of the sustainability of Ligae Mahajata-

throng-kreung were (3.1) the popularity of modern entertainments and medias; (3.2) because of the



4)

difficulty in the training and the decrease in popularity of the ligae the incentive for young
generations to learn and practice the performance was also decrease. Thus, the reviving of Ligae
Mabhajata-throng-kreung was urgently needed with the supports of experienced ligae performers,

local and national authorities.
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