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Abstract

A Study on the Development from Fishing Labors to be Fishing Entrepreneurs: A Case
Study of Songkhla Fishing Pier 2 (Tha-sa-arn) aimed to study the situations affecting the
development of fishing labors to become fishing entrepreneurs. The qualitative methodology for
the research included literature reviews, participatory and non-participatory observations and in-
depth interviews. The analytical findings revealed as follows:

There were 4 groups of fishing labors in Songkhla Province — fishing labors from Lower
Central Thailand, fishing labors from the East of Thailand, fishing labors from the Northeast and
local labors in Songkhla and neighboring provinces. Before entering into fishing career most of
these labors used to be in agricultural sectors with lower incomes. The flows of the labors into
Songkhla started when Songkhla Fishing Pier was open in accordance with the practice of
National Economic and Social Development Plan 1 (1961-1966) and the shaping of commercial
fishing in the province. Fishing career was an alternative for lower educated and lower income
labors. They started as hired labors and turned to be skilled labors and finally became foremen.
With accumulated capitals the foremen developed themselves to be fishing entrepreneurs. The
change of national policy from agricultural to new industrial Thailand led to the opening of the
Songkhla Fishing Pier 2 (Tha-sa-arn) and the flourish of commercial fishing. Fishing labors with
potentials found the opportunity for their own business to avoid the hardship, risk and exploit
they had faced as fishing labors. Most of the entrepreneurs started from being fishing retailers
with lesser investment, them going on to be fishing wholesalers or fishing pier entrepreneurs.

With enough capitals, finally they turned to be fishing boat entrepreneurs.
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