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ABSTRACT

The 3 objectives of the research were 1) to compare the behaviors of parents
before and after attending activities of oral health skill development in the caring of
children aged 18 — 36 months; 2) to compare the behaviors of parents in the experimental
group and the controlled group after attending activities of oral health skill development;
3) to compare the levels of tooth cleanliness in children aged 18-36 months under
the caring of the controlled group before and after attending activities of oral health
skill development. The research was a true experimental research. The research
populations were 40 parents in charge of caring children aged 18-36 months (born
between 31 January 2008- 31 July 2009) more than 5 days a week and lived in Thambon
Patong at least 6 months (from 1 August 2010 onwards) with no defects in_hearing,
speaking and seeing and willing to join the-program from the start up to the end. The
populations were divided into 2 groups - 20 for experimental group and 20 for controlled
group.~ The. research instruments: included learning kits of lectures and models,
demonstrations and parents’ practice in caring of oral health in children aged 18-36
months, tooth cleanliness checking list and-interview forms ‘on-parents’ behaviors in
caring children’s oral health. The-data were analyzed with computerized program.
The research statistics were frequency, percentile, mean, standard deviation, Paired
Sample t-test and Independent t-test.

The findings showed that 1) after attending the skill development activities,
behaviors of the controlled group in oral cleaning, the tooth checking and reducing risky

oral problems (ending the use of bottled milk feeding) and behaviors in general were



different significantly at 0.05, the finding showed no difference in the preparation of
feeding; 2) after attending the skill develo~~~--* activities for 1 month, the experimental
and controlled groups showed no diffe = 5 inbehaviors; 3) after the use of skill
development activities, tooth cleanliness of children aged 18-36 months showed
inversed differences significantly at 0.05:

For.the suggestions: Health Promotion Hospital Chalermprakiat, Thambon Paton,
Amphur Hatyai, Songkhla Province, Health Promotion Hospital, Thambon Tungpreu
Amphur Hatyai; Songkhla Province and the concerning official units should continuously
promote feeding training among parents to enhance their potentialities in child oral
health care. An experimental learning should be applied in the ‘skill development
activities to benefits the daily life. Even the management of experimental learning
program needed careful preparations, times, budgets and specific participants, official
units such as child development centers, schools, hospitals and health-care centers

could adapt the program to suit their populations and areas.
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