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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the levels of community participation in
the conduct of fundamental education by the educational institutions in Khuan Kalong District, Satun
Province, to compare the said levels by the variables of gender, educational level, status of community
representative, size of educational institution, and context of educational institution based on
community location, and to compile problems and suggestions on the participation referred to.

The sample of the research study consisted of 363 community representatives, namely,
students’ guardians, community leaders, religious leaders, and representatives of local administration
organizations from the communities in which 14 educational institutions were located in the
above-stated district, in the 2006 academic year. The data-gathering instrument was a questionnaire.
The statistics for the data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, and
pair comparison by the Scheffe method afterward.

The research findings were as follows.

1. The said participation was at a moderate level as a whole and on individual aspects,
except for the aspect of check and follow-up and assessment of budget expenditure efficiency,
and the aspect of the provision of institutional curriculum, where the participation as stated was at
a low level.

2. Comparatively by the aforementioned variables, the participation referred to was
as follows.

2.1 By gender, the said participation by the community representatives as a
whole and on individual aspects differed at the .05 level of statistical significance, with the males

participating more than the females.
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2.2 By educational level, the participation by the community representatives did
not differ, except for the aspects of resource amassing and educational investment and of the
conduct of community learning process, where there were differences at the .05 level of statistical
significance, with the representatives whose levels of education were lower than an associate
degree participating less than those with higher levels of education.

2.3 By status, the said participation by the community representatives differed
as a whole and in individual aspects at the .05 level of statistical significance, with the group of
guardians having less participation than the other groups.

2.4 By size of educational institution, the communities differed in their participation
as a whole and in individual aspects at the .05 level of statistical significance, with the communities
participating less in large educational institutions than in medium and small educational institutions.

2.5 By context of community, the communities differed in their participation as
a whole and in individual aspects at the .05 level of statistical significance, with Buddhist
communities participating more than Muslim ones.

3. The problems and suggestions on the participation concerned may be summarized
as follows.

3.1 The problems involved the following. The community populations were
poor and without funding sources. There was no coordination between the educational
institutions and the communities. The students’ guardians and the communities were lacki9ng in
knowledge and had no participation in curriculum making. The educational institutions failed to
utilize the community learning sources. And the educational institutions did not inform the
communities on budgets, incomes, and expenditures.

3.2 The following came as suggestions. The educational institutions should
keep the guardians informed and well apprised of the guardians’ roles and duties in their
relationship with the educational institutions. The guardians and the communities should be
allowed more participation in various activities. The communities should be given part in
curriculum making, and a curriculum should respond to the living condition of a community and
locality. Students should be taken to community learning centers and learn from them. The
communities should be granted participation in budget planning, and reports should be made to

the communities on annual incomes and expenditures.
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