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Abstract

The objectives of this rescarch were (1) to study the levels of participation by
agriculturists in the preparation of a plan of agricultural development, (2) to study the factors
relating to the said participation, and (3) to study problems, obstacles, and suggestions regarding
the above-stated participation. The sample consisted of 155 agriculturists who took part in the
preparation of the plan of agricultural development of the Tambon Center of Agricultural
Technology Service and Transfer in Meuang District, Songkhla Province. The research made a
study of agriculturists in five Tambons: 1) Tambon Khao Roop Chang, 2) Tambon Koh Yo, 3)
Tambon Pa-wong, 4) Tambon Koh Taew, and 5) Tambon Tungwang, with a total of 155
agriculturists. The research instrument was a form for structured interview. The data analysis was
carried out by means of percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, Scheffe’s formula,
and Pearson’s Correlation.

The research findings may be summarized as follows.

1. The levels of participation by agriculturists was at a high level as a whole and on two
individual aspects, and was moderate on three other aspects.

2. Comparatively by gender, educational level, social position, number of contacts with
those in authority, number of group members, area in possession and income, the said

participation by agriculturists differed at the .05 level of statistical significance. The agriculturists
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differing in age, marital status, and number of household members differed in the said
participation without statistical significance.

3. The agriculturists’ socio-psychological factor of expectation of benefit relat6ed to the
said participation at the .01 level of statistical significance. The knowledge and understanding of
the preparation of plans of agricultural development showed no relation at a statistically
significant level. The factor of information source related to the said participation in the matter
referred to at the .05 level of statistical significance.

4. The following were the agriculturists’ problems and obstacles in the preparation of
plans of agricultural development. It was found that the Tambons did not have up-to-date basic
data. The agriculturists did not understand data analysis and the selection of alternatives for a
Tambon. It was suggested that individuals definitely be assigned to take charge of community

data, and that a training program be held for agriculturists in analysis of community data.
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