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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to (1) compare the level of comprehension of reading
texts in Thai among Prathaom Sueksa 3 students before and after undergoing the cooperative
learning activity using the CIRC technique, (2) to compare the progress of comprehension in
reading texts in Thai among students of high, medium and low ability groups, (3) to investigate
students’ satisfaction with the use of cooperative learning activity using the CIRC technique
among students of high, medium and low ability groups. The sample for the study, drawn in
accordance with the purposive sampling technique, included 30 Prathom Sueksa 3 students who
attended Banna School in Songkhla Province during the first semester of 2008 academic year.
The research instruments were a cooperative learning activity plan using the CIRC technique,
a comprehension test for reading texts, and a set of questionnaire asking the students’ satisfaction
with cooperative learning activity using the CIRC technique. The data were analyzed using
such statistics as arithmetic means, a dependent t-test and the Mann-Whitney U-Test.

The research findings may be summarized as follows (1) After going through the CIRC
cooperative learning activity, Prathom Sueksa 3 students show a higher level of comprehension in
reading texts in Thai. (2) Prathom Sueksa 3 students belonging to high, medium and low ability
groups show no differences in their reading comprehension progress. (3) Prathom Sueksa 3 students
belonging to high, medium and low ability groups show a high level of satisfaction with

the cooperative learning activity using the CIRC technique.
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